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lion was attacked at its root, created the base of operations
which made possible the rapid and decisive unfolding of the
campaign which, begun on May 8, 1926., and continued
methodically even during the winter, made it possible for
us to end the rebellion in fifteen months of continuous and
rigorous operations. And so to-day, this army, Spain's
army, may say that it has put the word 'end' to a problem
perhaps the most dangerous that has confronted the nation
in recent years."
Primo de Rivera asked for recompense, "not only to do
justice, but to exalt day by day, if it was still possible, the
military spirit." Franco figured among the promotions
granted for merit gained in the Alhucemas campaign, being
raised to the rank of general. He was thirty-two years of
age. He was given the second Military Medal, and made
Knight Commander of the Legion of Honour and granted
the badge of Military and Naval Merit by France.